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The importance of ACOSH 
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Concerned by the growing incidence of carcinoma of the 
lung, Harvey led the campaign against tobacco smoking. In 
1965 he urged the founding of the Australian Council on 
Smoking and Health. He incurred some unpopularity, 
particularly with the tobacco companies, who continued to 
deny that there was a causal link between smoking and 
disease. He visited schools and sporting bodies, regularly 
wrote to the press, and persuaded other medical 
organisations and colleagues to join the campaign. One 
specific achievement was the banning of cigarette vending 
machines in hospitals. When progress seemed slow, he 
persisted, saying that he had great faith in `the inevitability of 
gradualness’. Much of the change in the attitudes of 
Australians to smoking can be attributed to Harvey and those 
whom he mobilised. 

The importance of Cotter Harvey 

http://adb.anu
.edu.au/biogr
aphy/harvey-
william-cotter-
burnell-12604 



SYDNEY SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

ACOSH - Foundations 
• 7th March 1962 – First report of the Royal 

College of Physicians of London – Smoking 
and Health 

• Later in 1962 – NHMRC resolution on 
smoking and health 

• October 1962 – NAPTA National 
Tuberculosis and Chest Association position 
statement on Smoking & Health (Chair Dr 
William Cotter Burnell Harvey) 
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NAPTA – Smoking & Health – Oct 1962 
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Cotter 
Harvey. 
Smoking 
and lung 
cancer. 
Australian 
Nurses 
Journal 
March 
1963 



NAPTA 
Resolution 
November 
1964 
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Inaugural meeting 

• Invitations sent 7th July 1965 
• Agendas mailed 21st July 1965 
• Meeting held 29th July 1965 
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Inaugural meeting agenda 
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Founding resolution 
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Dissent 
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A new name 
Minutes of Steering Committee 16th August 1965 


	ACOSH (WA) – 40 years�[ACOSH – 46 years]
	Slide Number 2
	The importance of ACOSH
	Slide Number 4
	The importance of Cotter Harvey
	ACOSH - Foundations
	NAPTA – Smoking & Health – Oct 1962
	Cotter Harvey. Smoking and lung cancer. Australian Nurses Journal March 1963
	NAPTA Resolution November 1964
	Inaugural meeting
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Inaugural meeting agenda
	Founding resolution
	Dissent
	A new name�Minutes of Steering Committee 16th August 1965

