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Now 
where’s 

my pipe? 



Schopenhaur & Ghandi 
Arthur Schopenhaur 
(1788-1860) 
• “All truth passes 

through three stages. 
First, it is ridiculed. 
Second, it is violently 
opposed. Third, it is 
accepted as being self-
evident.”  
 
 

Mahatma Gandhi  
(1869-1948) 
• “First they ignore you, 

then they laugh at you, 
then they fight you, 
then you win.” 



Future issues 
• how low can we go?  Proportionality questions 
• Plain packs   
• Floor pricing  
• Reducing number of retail licences + ending duty free  
• Smoker smart card licensing (smoker set limits; cash-ins; 

knowledge tests)  
• progressively raising smoking age 
• Product regulation (additives, carcinogen levels) 
• Combustible  products phase out 
• Areas where angels should fear to tread 
• Regulating internet promotion?  
• Censoring smoking in movies 
• Banning smoking in wide-open outdoor areas 
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                              Projected future Australian smoking prevalence in the population aged 20+ under six 

scenarios. 



Gartner & Hall 2009 (Tobacco 
Control) 

• “ even if initiation continues to decline, 
smoking prevalence in the adult population 
will not drop below 10% until 2029 unless 

rates of cessation increase.  
• A policy goal of 10% smoking prevalence in 

the Australian adult population by 2020 
requires a doubling of the cessation rate 
observed between 2001 and 2007. “ 



Retail regulation 
Pharmaceuticals vs Tobacco 



Abolishing Duty Free 



Smoker smart card licensing (smoker 
set limits; cash-ins; knowledge tests) 

 



Should we license smokers who can 
demonstrate they are “fully informed”  of the 

risks? 

 



Precedents for tests of 
knowledge 

• Driving 
• Firearms licensing 
• Contracts 
• Professions (drs, dentists, lawyers, 

teachers) 
• Licensed trades (electricians, plumbers) 



151 Pages!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 



For example… breaking distances 



How informed are Australian 
smokers?  

• Q1: Below is a list of causes of death for Australians today.  
• - Diabetes  
• - Breast cancer  
• - Smoking  
• - Suicide  
• - Stroke  
• - Road injuries  
• - Murder (homicide) 
 
       Which statement below is true? In this list: 
• smoking is the number 1 leading cause of death 
• smoking is the number 2 leading cause of death 
• smoking is the number 3 leading cause of death 
• smoking is the number 4 leading cause of death 
• smoking is the number 5 leading cause of death 
• smoking is the number 6 leading cause of death 
• smoking is the number 7 leading cause of death 
• Smoking is the number 8 leading cause of death 

89% of smokers 
gave incorrect  
answer 



Q2: Below is a list of major causes of death in the world today.  
Violence and war Diarrhoea AIDS Malaria Tobacco use Motor vehicle 

injuries Which statement below is true?  

• smoking is the number 1 cause of death in this list 
smoking is the number 2 cause of death in this list 

• smoking is the number 3 cause of death in this list 
• smoking is the number 4 cause of death in this list 
• smoking is the number 5 cause of death in this list 
• smoking is the number 6 cause of death in this list 

93% of smokers gave the incorrect answer 



Progressively raising  smoking age 



Regulating cigarettes? 

 





Flavourants 

 
• Additives and other ingredients affect 

palatability and mask signs of toxicity 
• May increase uptake in the young, 

especially young women 
• Making tobacco more palatable is 

unconscionable 



Source: http://213.189.222.60/16217.JPG 







Fools rush in where angels fear to tread 

• Regulating internet promotion  
• Censoring smoking in movies 
• Banning smoking in wide-open 

outdoor areas 
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